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Greenville tourism is on
the move, with sites se-
lected for the GO Experi-
ence in downtown Green-
ville on River Street and
the Blue Wall Centre at
the old Camp Spearhead
site on State 11.

The Greenville Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau’s
Tourism Leadership
Council is holding a press
conference today to intro-
duce the project manager
and the architect for the
$30 million tourism initia-
tive, said Chris Stone,
CVB president.

The aim is to increase
tourism. The two facilities
together could create 1,-
000 new tourism-related
jobs and $30 million in ad-
ditional visitor spending,
create two new attrac-
tions for local residents
‘and aid in economic devél-
opment, said Stone and
Paul Wickensimer, chair-
man of the council.

“It’s not just filling hotel
rooms,” Stone said. “It’s
about creating quality of
life features.”

“We don’t see compa-

—

nies locating here like we
used to,” Wickensimer
said. But “we see tourism
as an untapped gold mine.
The infrastructure al-
ready is in place.”

Stone said the CVB an-
ticipates Greenville's
tourism opportunities will
focus on the weekend get-
away traveler, probably
from within a 150-mile ra-
dius of Greenville. The
two facilities will help un-
derline the wvariety and
depth of tourism opportu-
nities in the Upstate.

“We want people to be
motivated to come back
on more than one occa-
sion,” he said.

Irv Welling, also a mem-
ber of the council, said,
“This is important beyond
the impact of tourism.”

The two attractions
could act as a magnet for
attracting talent to the
Upstate, he said. “And tal-
ent is what drives the
economy these days.”

Officials always wanted
to put the GO Experience,
an attraction and an inter-
active visitors’ center,
downtown. It will be locat-
ed on the 1.2-acre site
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