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NATIONAL ART MAGAZINE RECOGNIZES ARTISPHERE

[Greenville, S.C.] Artisphere, Greenville’s premier arts festival, continues to earn national
recognition. Its latest accolade hails from the September issue of Sunshine Artist magazine
which ranks the top 100 Fine Art & Design shows and the top 100 Classic & Contemporary Craft
shows based on reader evaluations of 2009 shows. Artisphere debuted on this year’s Fine Art &
Design list at 83rd.

Earlier this year, the 2009 Artisphere festival ranked 6th in Greg Lawler’s Art Fair Sourcebook, a
ranking based on average artists’ sales. A comparison of Art Fair Sourcebook and Sunshine Artist
demonstrates that festival rankings vary, sometimes dramatically, in the two publications. For
instance, “Art on the Square” in Belleville, IL ranked 1st in the country in the Art Fair Sourcebook
and placed 4th in Sunshine Artist, “St. Louis Art Show” in St. Louis, MO placed 2nd in Sourcebook
and 39th in Sunshine Artist, “Cherry Creek Arts Festival” in Denver, CO ranked 8th in Sourcebook
and 6th in Sunshine Artist, and “Festival of the Arts” in Oklahoma City, OK placed 11th in
Sourcebook and 63rd in Sunshine Artist.

The September issue is Sunshine Artist’s 18™ Annual best shows list in the periodical’s 37 year
history. The Florida based publication has more than 35,000 readers that are “serious about
art” and have an average household income of $82,500.

“Of the thousands of art and craft shows that exist around the country, these are the ones for
which you [readers] have voted as being the most profitable,” stated Nicole Sirdoreus, Editor,
Sunshine Artist.

The magazine reports that top shows were held in Florida, lllinois, Virginia, Michigan, Ohio, New
York, New Jersey and Georgia, while top art show cities include Chicago, Naples, Florida; Ann
Arbor, Michigan; Chantilly, Virginia; Birmingham, Alabama; Indianapolis; Albuquerque, New
Mexico; New York; Oklahoma City; and Virginia Beach, Virginia.

“The board is so pleased that Sunshine Artist’s 200 Best’ list recognized Artisphere as one of the
premier art festivals in the country,” stated Artisphere Treasurer and Senior Vice President of
Carolina First, Michelle Seaver. “Exposure from renowned publications such as Sunshine Artist
catapults Artisphere and Greenville’s vibrant art community into the national spotlight.”

“After our most successful year to date in 2010, we hope to see even better results in next
year’s Sourcebook and Sunshine Artist rankings,” stated Bob Nachman, Artisphere President and
Managing Director of Nachman Norwood & Parrott Wealth Management. “As a southeast hub
for art and culture, the city of Greenville is working hand in hand with Artisphere, building upon
last year’s accomplishments to make the 2011 festival another successful event.”

Artisphere is scheduled for May 13-15, 2011. For more information visit www.artisphere.us.
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